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Riaz J. Kara is Vice-President of Policy at the Public Policy Forum, an
independent, non-partisan think tank focusing on Canada’s economic
growth. Previously, he was Director General, Housing Policy &
Partnerships at Housing, Infrastructure and Communities Canada, as
well as Vice-President, Social Policy & Equity at Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation. Prior to his work in housing policy, Riaz held executive roles within
Employment and Social Development Canada’s Labour Program, leading both policy and
regulatory management and operations.

Riaz holds a master’s degree in economic history from the London School of Economics and a
bachelor’s degree in business administration from Trent University. In 2019, he completed the
Harvard University Kennedy School of Government’s Executive Certificate in Public Sector
Leadership. Riaz is a Member of the Steering Committee for the 7™ World Urban Economy
Forum and is also a proud Board director at Christie Lake Kids, a 100-year-old non-profit focused
on improving outcomes for low-income children and youth.
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