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Dr. Alina Turner is the CEO and Co-Founder of helpseeker.org and a
Research Fellow at the School of Public Policy, University of Calgary.
A refugee who arrived in Canada at age 12, she is a cultural
anthropologist, data scientist and technologist who has spent two
decades building from ethnographic fieldwork to frontier Al for social
systems.

Dr. Turner led the Compass Initiative — co-funded by Canada’s Digital
Technology Supercluster with Microsoft and the University of Toronto
— which produced Karto, Navigi and Mareto, a suite of Al-powered
tools for social sector data analytics, service navigation and case
management now serving over 200 municipalities across Canada.

Her collaboration with UofT's Centre for Social Services Engineering
advanced ontological methods for social service provisioning,


https://www.helpseeker.org/
https://digitalsupercluster.ca/projects/compass/
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resulting in a machine-readable standard for representing needs,
services and outcomes at scale. She works with the Government of
Alberta on applying Al to government efficiency and data-driven
social policy.

HelpSeeker's research has shaped national policy debates, most
notably the Municipalities Under Pressure series commissioned by the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario and cited in the Globe and
Mail and CBC. Dr. Turner's publications at the School of Public Policy
— and established frameworks for systems planning and service
integration, while in The Philanthropist — made the case for ethical Al
adoption in social purpose organizations.

She holds a PhD in socio-cultural anthropology from the University of
Calgary. Turner’s primary research interests include Al and data
science for social systems, social sector systems architecture and
applied ontologies for public service delivery.
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	ROBERT FALCONER
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	of Arts in Anthropology and Religion from Trinity College, University of Toronto. Before returning to graduate studies, he worked in the immigrant-serving non-profit sector at Calgary Catholic Immigration Society, and served as Senior Research Specialist with Deloitte's Future of Canada Centre from 2022 to 2024.
	His doctoral research is supported by a Joseph-Armand Bombardier Canada Graduate Scholarship from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, alongside grants from Citizens UK and a Rotary Foundation Global Grant, and he has held the Robert C. Douglas Award of the London Goodenough Association of Canada.
	Robert teaches Decision Analysis at the School of Public Policy, and has supervised Master of Public Policy capstone projects on Canada's Provincial Nominee Programs, civic participation in Calgary's municipal upzoning hearings and provincial regulation of misinformation. He has also taught Research Design and the Politics of Social Policy Making at the London School of Economics.
	His external work includes testimony before standing committees of the Canadian House of Commons and the Alberta Anti-Racism Advisory Council, and writing in the Globe and Mail, Le Devoir and The Conversation.
	LEONARDO BELTRAN
	Executive Fellow International Policy

	Center on Global Energy Policy of the University of Columbia, the Institute of the Americas, the School of Public Policy at the University of Calgary, and on Energy and Sustainability at the Mexican Council of International Affairs (COMEXI). He is a member of the editorial committee of Enerlac from the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), a member of the Assembly of IPS News and a member of the Harvard Club of Mexico.
	Mr. Beltran served in the government of Mexico as Deputy Secretary for Planning and Energy Transition (2012-2018), Member of the Board of Pemex (2013-2014) Director-General for Information and Energy Studies (2010-2012) and Director for International Negotiations (2005-2010). He also served in the Board of SEforALL (2017-2023) and wassenior advisor to ICM (2024-2025), philanthropic organization focused on climate mitigation efforts. In the private sector, he was a consultant to BBVA Bancomer (2000-2003). Mr. Beltran also consulted with the Inter-American Development Bank, the Latin American Energy Organization, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, the World Bank and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization.
	He holds a Master in Public Administration in International Development from Harvard Kennedy School, a Bachelor of Science in Economics from Instituto Tecnologico Autonomode Mexico (ITAM) and studied Law at Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM).
	ALBERT MUSANDO
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	functional ecosystems and develop conservation strategies for reserve lands and rehabilitated showcases including the renowned Bamburi Haller Park. With over 20 years of experience, his expertise includes mine closure, biodiversity conservation, Ecosystem restoration and sustainable land use.
	Currently, Musando is pursuing a PhD in Environmental Science, building upon his existing MSc in the field. Beyond his corporate role, Musando participates or serves in several advisory capacities, including: a member of the THT Global Community, committed to contributing leadership and expertise to collective global conservation efforts, creating the opportunity to connect and explore how shared objectives might align; Technical Committee Member: African Union (Aquatic Biodiversity in the African Blue Economy); Steering Committee Member: Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) under National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), Kenya; Industry Advisory Board Member: School of Science and Technology, Africa Nazarene University; and Executive Fellow of the University of Calgary’s Extractive Resource Governance Program, School of Public Policy.
	EDDY ISAACS
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	JOHN LESTER
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	NIK NANOS
	Executive Fellow International / Canadian Governance Policy

	A significant component of his academic work examines Canada–U.S. relations, including cross‑border security, trade and political alignment. He served as a Research Associate Professor at the State University of New York at Buffalo, where his research focused on binational relations and North American political dynamics, reflecting long‑standing scholarly engagement with continental governance issues.
	Nik is currently the Chancellor of Carleton University and a research professor at the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs in Ottawa. He is a Fellow of Canadian Research and Insights Council (FCRIC), a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society (FRCGS), Chair of the Positive Energy Advisory Council at the University of Ottawa and a member of the Canadian Defence and Security Network Board.
	Mr. Nanos’ research spans energy policy and defence‑related public opinion, particularly the interaction between public trust, political leadership and policy durability in democratic systems. His work on democratic resilience and populism explores how small shifts in voter sentiment can have disproportionate effects on political outcomes, a theme developed in his book The Age of Voter Rage.
	He holds undergraduate degrees in History and Political Studies, as well as an MBA from Queen’s University, and undertook PhD‑level studies at the University of Nottingham in Politics and International Relations School. He is also an ICD.D graduate of the ICD-Rotman Directors Education Program.
	In recognition of his contributions to public policy research and civic discourse, Mr. Nanos has been appointed a Member of the Order of Canada (CM).
	BILLIE FORTIER
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	BRIAN LIVINGSTON
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	As general counsel, Mr. Livingston had a wide variety of legal and business experience in climate change, tax, commercial, litigation, regulatory and First Nations matters. As corporate secretary, he had experience in dealing with board of directors, including corporate governance matters (both Canadian and U.S.), executive compensation and securities laws affecting public companies.
	Mr. Livingston is currently an Executive Fellow with the School of Public Policy at the University of Calgary, a past President of the Petroleum Club in Calgary and a graduate of the ICD program. He has published papers on the Alberta electrical grid as well as the Northwest Sturgeon refinery.
	He is also a Senior Fellow at the C.D. Howe Institute. He has published several Intelligence Memos and papers on the C.D. Howe Institute website, including one in 2022 that forecasted the greenhouse gas emissions in Canada for the period up to 2030, as well as two (one in 2023 and one in 2025) that commented on the ZEV Mandate of the federal government for 2035.
	LANA WELLS
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	100 research reports, policy frameworks and prevention initiatives that have shaped legislation, public policy and practice across Canada and internationally. Professor Wells is widely recognized as a leading voice in the field and is frequently sought by governments, community leaders and media outlets for expert commentary on domestic violence prevention and public policy.
	In 2022, she co-founded Shift to Learn, an online platform designed to build a skilled prevention workforce. Her contributions have earned numerous honours, including the Order of the University of Calgary, the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal, the Killam Professor Award and the Alberta Inspiration Award in Leadership in Family Violence.
	ERGETE FEREDE
	Research Fellow Economic & Fiscal Policy

	TRAVIS CARPENTER
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	He is the current Division Head for General Internal Medicine in Nova Scotia Health Central Zone and has held a variety of quality and leadership roles at the local hospital level.
	Originally from Manitoba, he is proud of his prairie roots and is a University of Alberta alumnus, where he attained his medical degree. He completed medical residency and fellowship at the University of Toronto, thereafter completing his graduate degree in public health at the Harvard Chan School.
	JANICE MACKINNON
	Executive Fellow Canadian Governance Policy

	the environment and served as co-Chair of the Manitoba Advisory Panel on Fiscal Performance. In 2019, she chaired the Blue-Ribbon Panel on Alberta’s Finances. In 2023, she was appointed Vice-Chair of the Saskatchewan Economic Assessment Tribunal.
	She is also on the Board of Governors of the University of Alberta, on the board of directors of Alberta Pensions Services Corporation, is a professor of fiscal policy at the School of Public Health at the University of Saskatchewan and a Senior Fellow and Member of the National Council at the C.D. Howe Institute.
	NEIL YEATES
	Executive Fellow Health & Social Policy

	Moving to the Government of Canada in Ottawa in 2004, Neil worked in Industry Canada and Health Canada as an Assistant Deputy Minister, Indian and Northern Affairs, as the Associate Deputy Minister and, lastly, served for four years as the Deputy Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Canada.
	Neil has had a lifelong interest in accountability regimes, planning, the role of the public service and in human capital. He currently serves on several boards and committees and is active with the the C.D. Howe Institute, Travel Alberta, Bow Valley College (Calgary), Akita Drilling (Calgary) and the Department of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada.
	Neil also works as a consultant and advisor and is based in Ottawa when not hiking in the mountains in and around Canmore, Alberta where he also lives part-time.
	BRAD HUBBARD
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	operations, regulatory policy, strategy and process development, stakeholder engagement and adjudication and decision-making on energy projects. He played a significant role in developing the AER’s capacity, requirements and processes to regulate development of Alberta’s unconventional hydrocarbon resource. Part of his later work also focused on international regulatory knowledge transfer as part of the AER’s International Centre of Regulatory Excellence.
	Brad has been a sessional instructor at the University of Calgary’s Haskayne School of Business, teaching courses on Canadian energy management and regulation. As part of the International Centre of Regulatory Excellence and the School of Public Policy’s previous Extractive Resource Governance Program, he has developed and delivered courses internationally for energy regulators.
	Brad is a Life Member of the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta.
	ALMOS TASSONYI
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	He has co-authored a book on the reform of the property tax system in Ontario and published work on municipal budgeting and borrowing, property taxation and user fees, fiscal decentralization and municipal fiscal history. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Calgary, an MSc in Economic History from the London School of Economics and a BA and MA in Economics and Economic History from the University of Toronto.
	In 2021, he received the Engagement Award from the Municipal Finance Officers’ Association of Ontario for his contribution to the Municipal Debt project. In 2025, he received an Arbour Award from the University of Toronto in recognition of his volunteer contributions to Trinity College.
	EVGENIIA (JEN) SIDORVA
	Executive Fellow Canadian Governance Policy

	FIONA CLEMENT
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	ALINA TURNER
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	resulting in a machine-readable standard for representing needs, services and outcomes at scale. She works with the Government of Alberta on applying AI to government efficiency and data-driven social policy.
	HelpSeeker's research has shaped national policy debates, most notably the Municipalities Under Pressure series commissioned by the Association of Municipalities of Ontario and cited in the Globe and Mail and CBC. Dr. Turner's publications at the School of Public Policy — and established frameworks for systems planning and service integration, while in The Philanthropist — made the case for ethical AI adoption in social purpose organizations.
	She holds a PhD in socio-cultural anthropology from the University of Calgary. Turner’s primary research interests include AI and data science for social systems, social sector systems architecture and applied ontologies for public service delivery.
	TED MORTON
	Executive Fellow Canadian Governance Policy

	Ted has written and edited eight books, most recently Strong and Free: My Journey in Alberta Politics (2024) and Law, Politics and the Judicial Process in Canada, 5th Ed. (2024). His book, The Charter Revolution and the Court Party (2002) won a Donner Foundation book prize.
	KEVIN MCQUILLAN
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	Kevin’s scholarly work is in demography. His research has focused on historical patterns of population change, the role of religion in shaping demographic behaviour and on the evolving demography of Canada. He has published papers on changing patterns of internal migration in Canada as well as on changing family patterns in an era of low fertility.
	BEV DAHLBY
	Research Fellow Economic & Fiscal Policy

	In 2010, Dr. Dahlby was awarded the Doug Purvis Memorial Prize by the Canadian Economics Association for a work of excellence relating to Canadian economic policy.
	Dr. Dahlby has served as a policy advisor to the federal and provincial governments and international agencies. His most significant appointments include: The Mintz Committee (Technical Committee on Business Taxation); The Jenkins Panel (Federal Support for Research and Development); The Blue-Ribbon Panel (Review of the Government of Alberta’s Finances); and Chair of the British Columbia Commission on Tax Competitiveness. Internationally, his activities include tax reform in Malawi for the IMF, tax enforcement and excise tax reform for the Thailand Development Research Institute and reform of intergovernmental transfers in Mexico and Brazil for the World Bank. Recently, he served as an advisor on a major World Bank report on the evaluation of government subsidies.
	EVAN DUE
	Executive Fellow International Policy

	Evan represented Canada at the OECD Development Assistance Committee and in other multilateral forums. His professional interests include public policy, international business, trade and investment, international development cooperation and economic governance.
	He obtained his doctorate from the University of Sussex, U.K.
	ROBERT MANSELL
	Research Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	Dr. Mansell is qualified as an expert witness before many national and regional energy and utility regulatory tribunals.
	In addition to serving on a large number of UCalgary committees, councils and task forces, he has provided extensive service on a  variety of external committees and boards. Examples include service: on the Energy Strategy Advisory Committee and Royalty Review Panel for the Government of Alberta; as an advisor on numerous major pipeline, processing and petrochemical projects in Canada; on the Canadian Academy of Engineering Energy Pathways Taskforce; on the Council of Canadian Academies as an author; and, on the Boards of Directors of the Alberta Energy Research Institute, Alberta Innovates-Energy and Environment Solutions, the Canadian Energy Research Institute, the Alberta Ingenuity Centre for In Situ Energy, the Van Horne Institute and Emissions Reduction Alberta (formerly Climate Change and Emissions Management Corporation).
	COLIN ROBERTSON
	Executive Fellow Canadian Governance Policy

	Hong Kong, and in New York at the UN and Consulate General. His HQ assignments included the UN, U.S., Federal-Provincial, Policy Planning, and Public Affairs, assistant to Foreign Minister Allan MacEachen, and later the Deputy Minister (Trade). Other executive assignments included the Treasury Board Secretariat, Citizenship & Immigration, Petro-Canada International Assistance Corporation and as president of the Historica Foundation.
	A member of the team that negotiated the Canada-U.S. FTA and NAFTA, he co-authored Decision at Midnight: The Inside Story of the Canada-US FTA (1996). In his final foreign sercice assignment he directed a project on Canada-U.S. Engagement.
	Robertson was editor of bout de papier: Canada’s Journal of Foreign Service and Diplomacy and president of the Professional Association of Foreign Service Officers.
	After retiring from Foreign Service, Robertson was a senior advisor to Dentons US LLP working with the Business Council of Canada.
	Robertson has received the King Charles III Coronation Medal, Diamond Jubilee Medal, Canadian Forces Decoration, Alberta Centennial Medal, Saskatchewan Centennial Medal and Mexico’s Order of the Aztec Eagle.
	HUGH STEPHENS
	Executive Fellow International Policy

	He was educated at the University of British Columbia (BA-Hons), Duke University (MA), and the University of Toronto (BEd).
	Hugh also writes extensively on international copyright issues, has written In Defence of Copyright and maintains a weekly blog on this topic at www.hughstephensblog.net.
	RONALD KNEEBONE
	Research Fellow Health & Social Policy

	From 2002-06, Ron was an associate editor of Canadian Public Policy, Canada's foremost journal examining economic and social policy and from 2016-19, he served on the Board of Directors of the Calgary Homeless Foundation. Ron is currently an economic consultant working closely with colleagues in the School of Public Policy trying to improve social policy approaches and outcomes.
	RUDIGER TSCHERNING
	Research Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	ALI JADIDZADEH
	Research Fellow Heath & Social Policy

	ROBERT SKINNER
	Executive Fellow Energy & Natural Resources Policy

	He was Director of the Policy Office of the International Energy Agency at the OECD in Paris in the nineties, where he led the Agency’s analysis on energy and climate change, member countries’ energy policy reviews, electricity, natural gas, coal, nuclear and energy end-use. He also led teams to provide structural and energy policy advice for economies in transition in eastern Europe and for post-apartheid South Africa. His industry experience was with TOTAL and Statoil, including establishing their offices and business development in the Alberta oil sands.
	He is a Distinguished Fellow and former Director of the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies.
	JACK MINTZ
	President’s Fellow

	Economics at Queen’s University, 1978-89. He was a Visiting Professor, Columbia Law School, 2015; New York University Law School, 2007; President and CEO of the C. D. Howe Institute from 1999-2006; Clifford Clark Visiting Economist at the Department of Finance, Ottawa 1996 and 1997 and Associate Dean (Academic) of the Faculty of Management, University of Toronto, 1993–1995. He was founding Editor-in-Chief of International Tax and Public Finance, published by Kluwer Academic Publishers from 1994–2001.
	He chaired the federal government’s Technical Committee on Business Taxation in 1996 and 1997 that led to corporate tax reform in Canada since 2000. He also served on numerous panels and boards at the federal and provincial levels, including Vice-President and chair of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 2012-2018, chair of the Alberta Financial Investment and Planning Advisory Commission 2007, Research Director on Retirement Income Adequacy of Federal-Provincial-Territorial Ministers of Finance and member of the federal Panel on Healthcare Innovation 2014-5. He recently chaired the Alberta Premier’s Economic Recovery Council from March 2020 to July 2022. He was a member of the Alberta Health Services board June 2021 to November 2022 and later served as chair of the Alberta panel on funding post-secondary institutions for the Minister of Advanced Education.
	In the past, he served on corporate boards including Brookfield Asset Management (2002-2012), Morneau Shepell (2010-2020), CHC Helicopter (2003-2008) and Imperial Oil (2005-2023). He has consulted widely with the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development,
	the Inter-American Development Bank and various governments, businesses, and non-profit organizations in Canada and abroad, including serving as National Policy Advisor for EY Canada from 2015 to 2021.
	Dr. Mintz became a member of the Order of Canada in 2015 as well as receiving the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012 for service to the Canadian tax policy community and Queen Elizabeth Platinum Medal in 2023 for his advice in support of Alberta’s economic recovery. He has been recognized by Who’s Who Legal as one of the top global experts on corporate taxation since 2016 and Alberta Venture magazine as one of the most influential Albertans in 2008 and 2010.

